
  www.stalphonsuscovington.org 

Parish Office 901.476.8140 ● FAX 901.476.9650 ● Rectory 901.501.6105 

SAINT ALPHONSUS                                                                     

1225 Highway 51 South (at Tatlock) ● Covington, Tennessee 

Mailing Address ● PO Box 430 ● Covington, Tennessee 38019 

AVE MARIA 
(just South of Highway 19 junction) 

664 S. Washington St. (SR 209) ● Ripley, Tennessee 

The mission of St. Alphonsus & Ave Maria Parishes is to pro-

claim and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ and His Church 

through liturgy, education, community service, social events, 

and witness for Christ who has blessed our lives in the larger 

community of Tipton & Lauderdale Counties and beyond. Our 

parish life is centered on the Eucharist during which we cele-

brate, in joy, the presence of the Risen Lord among us. 

 Dec 20, 2020                                 The Fourth Sunday of Advent                                    VIOLET           

SAINT ALPHONSUS Daily 

Monday      12:00 pm 

Tuesday      12:00 pm 

Wednesday      12:00 pm 

Friday        8:30 am 

Saturday        8:30 am 

MASS SCHEDULE 

SAINT ALPHONSUS 

Saturday Vigil    4:30 pm 

Sunday  10:30 am 

AVE MARIA 

Sunday     8:30am 

DEVOTIONS 

SAINT ALPHONSUS 
Eucharistic Adoration 

First Friday and First Saturday 
of each month following 8:30 am 
Mass  

Rosary 

First Saturday    8:00 am 

Sunday morning  10:05 am 

SACRAMENTS 

SAINT ALPHONSUS  
Confession 

Saturday    4:00 pm 

Sunday  10:00 am 

AVE MARIA 

Sunday    8:00 am 

or by appointment 

Baptism or Marriage preparation 

Call for appointment 

ST. ALPHONSUS & AVE MARIA MISSION STATEMENT 

What’s Happening this Week! 

Saturday, Dec 19 

               4:30 pm Vigil Mass   

Sunday, Dec 20 

   8:30 am Mass - Ave Maria   

               8:45 am No PRE   

 10:05 am Rosary - St. Alphonsus   

 10:30 am Mass   

Monday, Dec 21  

               6:00 pm St. Augustine Bible Study   

Tuesday, Dec 22 

 10:00 am Friends of the Poor   

             11:30 am Rosary   

               6:00 pm No RCIA   

Wednesday, Dec 23 

             10:15 am Legion of Mary   

             11:30 am Rosary   

Thursday, Dec 24  Christmas Eve 

               4:10 pm Christmas music   

               4:30 pm Vigil Mass St. Alphonsus   

               6:10 pm Christmas music   

               6:30 pm Vigil Mass St. Alphonsus   

              11:40 pm Christmas music   

Friday, December 25, 2020 Christmas Day 

               Midnight Christmas Mass St. Alphonsus 

              10:00 am   Christmas Mass at Ave Maria 
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Mass Intentions   

 

Saturday 12/19 4:30 pm +Thomas Crofton by Wellbrock Family 

Sunday 12/20 8:30 am For the Parishioners of Ave Maria 

Sunday 12/20 10:30 am For the Parishioners of St. Alphonsus 

Monday 12/21 12:00 pm For Peter Burkhardt by Sandy Burkhardt 

Tuesday 12/22 12:00 pm For Jerome Teer B-Day by Steve & Beth Teer 

Wednesday 12/23 12:00 pm +Bro Knight Lloyd J. Haynes by K of C 

Friday 12/25 8:30 am XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

Saturday 12/26 8:30 am  

Readings for Dec 21 – Dec 27 

Monday-St. Peter Canisius, Priest, DOC 

Sg 2:8-14 Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21 Lk 1:39-45 

Tuesday 

1 Sm 1:24-28 (Ps) 1 Sm 2:1, 4-7, 8abcd Lk 1:46-56 

Wednesday-St. John of Kanty, Priest 

Mal 3:1-4, 23-24 Ps 25:4bc-5ab, 8-10, 14 Lk 1:57-66 

Thursday-Vigil of The Nativity of the Lord 

2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29  

Lk 1:67-79 

Friday-The Nativity of the Lord 

Is 9:1-6 Ps 96:1-3, 11-13 Lk 2:1-14 

Saturday-St. Stephen, The First Martyr 

Acts 6:8-10;7:54-59 Ps 31:3cd-4, 6-8b, 16bc, 17 

Mt 10:17-22 

Sunday 

Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 Ps 128:1-5 Lk 2:22-40 

Promises & Blessings 
Scripture verses 

 

December 19th 
For we are God’s workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God    
prepared in advance for us to do. 
-Ephesians 2:10 
 
December 20th 
Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance. 
-Jude 1:2 

Amazing Opportunity:  In honor of the recent Beatification of Blessed Father Michael J. 

McGivney, founder of the Knights of Columbus, the K of C are offering free online membership 

($30 value) to all eligible Catholic men.  To qualify, you must be at least eighteen years old, 

baptized and a practicing Catholic.  Join at www.kofc.org/joinus and use the discount code: 

MCGIVNEY2020.  Offer ends     December 31, 2020.  The Knights of Columbus were founded in 

1882 in New Haven, Connecticut and is a family, fraternal service organization dedicated to 

lives of charity, unity, and fraternity.  Direct any questions to:  Membership@kofc-tn.org.  

The Parish Office will be closed  

December 21, 2019 thru January 3, 2019  

the office will open on Monday, January 4 

I wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas  

and a Wonderful & Safe New year. 

December Birthdays 

Cynthia Gray 12/19            

Tammy Clowes12/24  

Lana Harbin 12/25 

                    

Consider offering or attending Mass, or 

visiting a church to pray before the 

Blessed Sacrament for yourself or a loved 

one’s birthday, thanking God for the gift 
of family and life. 

Please see the insert for the 

Holiday Schedule 

http://www.kofc.org/joinus
mailto:Membership@kofc-tn.org
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Our Parishioners 

Jerry Bryant Stan Matras 

Peter Burkhardt Maria McConnell 

Pat Butner Christina Miller 

Bill Ciesiolka Jerry & Rose Mills 

Lottie Crofton David Moore 

Kay & Gene Cross Eleanor Nunn 

Dixie Duncan Elaine Perry 

Derek Durham Ginger Poteete 

John Folden Fernando Romero 

Floanne Garrett Lynda Rogers 

Evan Grueling Holly Schaefer 

Jack & Peggy Haywood Barbara Schneider 

Lois Hayden Joan Smith 

Pat Haynes Frank Stephens 

Beverly Jiminez Elizabeth Sullivan 

Lenny Lind Irma Wilson de Roze 

Our Ill Priests  

Fr. John Hourican Fr. Bryan Timby 

Fr. Jolly Sebastian Fr. Robert Ponticello 

Our Loved Ones  

Joan Baltz Phillis King 

James & Robin Barnett Judy Kovach 

William Barrett Emile Latour 

Betty Jo Bennet Cindy Lavelli 

Joe Bergen Jacob LeFils 

Mary Bixler Dietmar Linden 

Virginia Bowden Susana Linden 

Darlene Brooks Evelyn Lynn 

Dave Buda Joe Marking 

Joe Bynum Debbie Marshall 

Christina Cahaly Linda Medford 

Angela Canady Beth McNeill 

Patrick Christy Danny Miller 

Bella Crosby Ronnie Nipp 

Liz Crosslin Sandra Pellegren 

Bobbie Jean Crouse Beverly Pratt 

Michael Ellis Joan Robertson 

Rob Engel Mary Schaefer 

Karri Flannigan Cynthia Simmons 

Melissa Flores Carmen Sosa 

Ella Forkum Andrea Stafford 

Kathy & Ronda Gentry Ray & Yelba Stevenson 

Elizabeth Guntert Sam Stitt 

Robert E. Harbin Jay St. John 

James Phillip Harbin Toni Swindell 

Kay Hernandez Jennifer Tidwell 

Lisa Hogan Peter Vanderven 

Betty Hopper Brad & Paige Warmath 

Luanne Jergens Donna Williams 

Christie Johnson Steve Williams 

Ester Jones Coila Winters 

Mode Jones Earl Yeomans 

Please Pray 

Prayer for the sick and those in need: 

Father of goodness and love, hear our prayers for the sick members of our community and 

for all who are in need. Amid mental and physical suffering may they find consolation in 

your healing presence. Show your mercy as you close wounds, cure illness, make broken bod-

ies whole and free downcast spirits. May these special people find lasting health and deliver-

ance, and so join us in thanking you for all your gifts. We ask this through the Lord Jesus 

who healed those who believed. Amen.  

December Prayer Intention of Pope Francis 
 
For a life of prayer 
We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ be nourished by the Word of God and a life of prayer. 

Gracious God, inspire me this Advent to make 

straight my ways so that you can  

come to me and our world. 

“O Almighty God, gracious 

provider and giver of life, we 

anxiously await the celebra-

tion of your birth. Like the 

people of long ago, our ances-

tors in faith, we, too, are in 

need of light, in need of direc-

tion, in need of your Word, to show us the 

way. Our busy lives and the consumerism 

that surrounds us make it difficult to recog-

nize your kingdom and to hear your voice. 

Help us Lord, to focus on you. We pray that 

you hear our prayer in the name of Jesus.  

Amen.”  -The Catholic Company 
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Sunday 2nd Collection: Capital 

 

Dec 13, 2020 Saint Alphonsus Ave Maria Saint Alphonsus 2019 Ave Maria 2019 

Budget $     2,250.00 $    365.00 $   2,000.00 $    365.00 

Regular $     5,818.00 $    230.00 $   1,984.00 $    335.00 

YTD DEFICIT (Jul-Dec)24 wks. $    1,939.00 $ 3,844.00   

Friends of the Poor $        160.00 $       $       $ 

Attendance Last Week 

Dec 13 St. Alphonsus Ave Maria  

 Adult Children Adult Children 

4:30 pm   24 0   

8:30 Mass   24 2 

10:30 Mass 59 19   

Liturgical Ministers 

 

 Lectors Servers Sacristans     

Dec 19 P. Williams B. Ciesiolka M. Griffis     

4:30 pm  K. Sass      

        

Dec 20 J. Terry E. Teer J. Buda     

10:30 am  J. Walker      

        

Dec 26        

4:30 pm        

        

Dec 27        

10:30 am        

        

“O God of hosts, restore us; light up your face and we shall 
be saved” (Ps 80:8). 

We’re now entering the homestretch of Advent, heading for the goal, 
the celebration of the Lord’s birth. Jesus has come in history as a tiny 
babe in a manger. He does come in mystery, prayer, word, sacra-
ment, and many small daily wonders. And he will come in glory at the 
end of time to judge the living and the dead. Our psalm response this 
Sunday is, “Lord, make us turn to you, let us see your face, and we 
shall be saved.” God present in our midst—that is the gift that tops all 
gifts in this season and always! 

This week, let our prayer be simply a yearning for God. The decorations will be up. The cookies will be baked. Pre-
sents will be under the tree. Friends and family will gather. We will be prepared. Now what we must do is wait. 
Wait on the Lord! Anticipate that wonderful moment when we will once more fall on our knees and sing with the 
angels. . . . Wait for it. . . . 

“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests” (Lk 2:14). 

A Prayer for Love 
Holy Father, thank you for the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ, your greatest gift of love to your people. Fill my heart 
with such love, opening my heart to accept your great love for me. Overflow my heart with your love, so I may pour 
it out into the world. Help me to love others as you’ve loved me – even those who aren’t so easy to love. For fol-
lowing you means loving others as you love me. Lord, thank you for your great gift of Jesus as we celebrate 
Christmas. May I ever walk in your love and show the world I am your disciple by the love I show to others, keep-
ing Jesus, your Son, close in my heart. Amen. 
John 13:34-35 (NIV) 
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this every-
one will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 



Christmas Flowers Memorials

St. Alphonsus Ave Maria
In Memory/Honor of: In Memory/Honor of:
Betty Gail Sullivan Mrs. Jane Wagman Victoria Pavletic
Josh Drew Oliver Marie Nguyen Joseph Pavletic
Ruth Sullivan Jerry Smith Mildred Nipp
C H Sullivan, Jr. Carol & Dan Buda Travis Nipp
Ellis M. Barrett Dorothy & Jim Burke Mr. & Mrs. William F Bergmann
William R. Perry Danielle Buda Gangi Mr. & Mrs. George M Hallock
Kathrine Podeville Sr. Doris Blum Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Hallock
Wallace A. Choquette Ken Duncan John R. Dunbar, Jr.
Wesyl & Anna Budaj Helen Griffis Stanley & Lottie Matras
Vicky Dziadkowicz Martha Donaghue Steve & Lottie Savicz
Stephie Kopick Ann Wozniak
Christine Dziadkowicz Floyd McGaha
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Catalani James Haynes
Mr. & Mrs. Antonio Lopez Wanda Haynes
Mr. James Vinecki

Holy Days of Obligation

Holy days of obligation are feast days on which Catholics are required to attend Mass and to avoid (to the extent 
that they are able) servile work. The observance of Holy Days of Obligation is part of the Sunday duty. 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church explains holy days of obligation this way:

On Sundays and other holy days of obligation, the faithful are to refrain from engaging in work or activities that 
hinder the worship owed to God, the joy proper to the Lord's Day, the performance of the works of mercy, and the 
appropriate relaxation of mind and body.

Family needs or important social service can legitimately excuse from the obligation of Sunday rest.

The faithful should see to it that legitimate excuses do not lead to habits prejudicial to religion, family life, and 
health [CCC 2185].

The Code of Canon Law spells out when the holy days of obligation are on the Church’s universal calendar:

Can.  1246 §1. Sunday, on which by apostolic tradition the paschal mystery is celebrated, must be observed in the 
universal Church as the primordial holy day of obligation.
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